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Background

- Correct, consistent staging is
important for predicting cancer survival
and population-based research but
also for measuring treatment
effectiveness and outcomes for cancer
patients.

*TNM and other staging classification
systems can be complex and
encourage  practitioners to  use
simplified versions (see diagram and
table below for N staging of breast
cancer).

Detail o/ N3 classification for breast
I

Metastases in 210 axillary lymph nodes
lat least 1 tumor deposit >2.0 mm).
Metastases to the infraclavicular (level
Il axillary lymph) nodes.

Metastases in clinically detected
ipsilateral internal mammary lymph
nodes in the presence of one or more
posmve axillary lymph nodes;

Me(as(ases in >3 axillary lymph nodes
and in internal mammary lymph nodes
with micrometastases or
macrometastases detected by sentinel
lymph node biopsy but not clinically
detected.

Metastases inipsilateral
supraclavicular lymph nodes.

Our objectives: to enhance
the adoption and the
standardisation of staging
systems in cancer
registries.
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The tool

he tool is an MS Access database with VBA
ding and a graphical user interface.
alculates TNM and other site-specific
cer staging classifications from basic
tures of the patient's disease, entered by
er in a controlled fashion.
e algorithms illustrated in the AJCC Cancer

aging Manual, v.7, were encoded in the
software and staging tables provided by
Springer were embedded in the tool.
The tool can be used to stage 16 cancer
pes (see illustration below).

NICR Staging Tool
Sites
Breast Bladder Lung
Lymphoma Prostate

Systems
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- We are planning to convert the tool into a web
based application service, allow batch
ulations, extend to other sites (e.g. Head
ck) and enhance collaboration with the

calculates
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« Apply rules classifications GICR for distribution and training.

* Use AJCC tables
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