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Cancer Reform Strategy  

• 6 key areas for action

– Prevention

– Diagnosing cancer earlierDiagnosing cancer earlier

– Ensuring better treatment

Li i ith d b d– Living with and beyond cancer

– Reducing cancer inequalities

– Delivering care in the most appropriate setting
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Awareness and Early Diagnosis
The Core HypothesisThe Core Hypothesis

1. Low public awareness and/or negative beliefs about cancer

2. Late presentation to GPs
3. Delays in primary care (awareness/ 

ttit d / t di ti )attitudes/access to diagnostics)

4. Late referral to hospital

5 D l i d5. Delays in secondary care

6. More advanced disease at diagnosis

7. Poor survival rates

8. Avoidable deaths
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• The launch of the National Awareness and Early 
Detection Initiative – late diagnosis has been a majorDetection Initiative late diagnosis has been a major 
factor in poor cancer survival rates, and this initiative 
should begin to tackle this problem 

Mike Richards, 
Cancer Reform Strategy first annual report, December 08
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Skin Cancer Prevention Initiative

• Excessive ultraviolet exposure is one of the factors contributing 
to the overall number of preventable cancers 

• Due to the increase of Malignant Melanoma incidence a 
commitment was made to increase funding for awarenesscommitment was made to increase funding for awareness 
programmes.

Skin Cancer Prevention Initiative partners  
• Sunsmart – Cancer research UK 

M id d Ch hi C N t k• Merseyside and Cheshire Cancer Network  
• South East London Cancer Network
• South West Public Health OrganisationSouth West Public Health Organisation
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Malignant Melanoma - Incidence
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Predicted number of new diagnosis of melanoma 
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Source : SWPHO cancer register (2006 data), ONS sub national population 
projections, predicted change in melanoma rates 
H Moller et al "Future burden of Cancer in England" British Journal of Cancer 
(2007) 96 1484 1488(2007) 96, 1484–1488



Skin Cancer Prevention Initiative 

• SWPHO project funded by the National Cancer Action p j y
Team  

D l f Ski C H b i f d– Development of Skin Cancer Hub to inform and 
support decision makers and the public

– Social Marketing to change attitudes and– Social Marketing to change attitudes and 
behaviours to risk taking behaviour for skin cancer 
in the general population 

– Toolkits to provide readily useable package for 
needs assessment, service quality assurance and 
performance managementperformance management 
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Aim of the Skin Cancer Hub

The overarching aim is to provide information to increaseThe overarching aim is to provide information to increase 
understanding of skin cancer and its causes, and evidence to  
support the development of new initiatives in prevention andsupport the development of new initiatives in prevention and 
early diagnosis 

Target audience : health professionals, local government, 
public and the charitable community and voluntarypublic, and the charitable, community and voluntary 
sectors.
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Main domains of the Skin Cancer Hub

• Skin Cancer Profiles 
• South West data• South West data 
• Evidence based and resources 
• Intervention database• Intervention database 
• Information for the public and schools

Toolkit commissioning tool• Toolkit  - commissioning tool 
• Social Marketing 

S b d• Sunbed usage
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Skin Cancer Profiles 

• Statistics at Local Authorities and PCT using instantAtlas mapping software based 
on data from National Centre for Health Outcomes Development

• Include set of determinants such as contributory factors (number of sunshine hours, 
IMD average score, ethnicity ) and general health factors (life expectancy and death 
from cancer) )
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Intervention database 

A tool to share experience and best practice of 
Skin Cancer Prevention interventions at national 
level 

Examples of interventions already loaded 
•Canceractive
•Glastonbury Festival Sun protection
•Melanoma Awareness project•Melanoma Awareness project
•Mole day 
•Mole patrol
•Safe Sun advice at Musgrove Park 
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Social Marketing 
‘Interventions should be directed at improving 
sun protection habits rather than sun avoidance p
as this would be anti fun and could conflict with 
healthy lifestyle messages related to exercise.’y y g

University of the West of England (2009)
Social Marketing-based sun protection 
interventions strategy for Cornwall PCT – a pilot
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Commissioning toolkit 

‘It is essential for prevention and early 
diagnosis programmes to be sustained 
to ensure effective consistent servicesto ensure effective consistent services 
embedded into mainstream services’’

Department of Health 2009

Commissioning Toolkit for Skin Cancer Prevention and 
Early Diagnosis Programmes: Guidance for Primary Care 
Trusts and others involved in the commissioning processTrusts and others involved in the commissioning process
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PCT commissioning Toolkit
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Extract from the PCT commissioning toolkit –
examples of indicators and measures
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Extract from the PCT commissioning toolkit – examples of interventions
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Also available on the Skin Cancer Hub 
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www.swpho.nhs.uk/skincancerhub
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