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This factsheet presents data for ICD-10 C43 “Malignant melanoma of skin”. The latest 
available incidence, mortality and survival data have been used. 

 

Incidence rates 
Incidence of malignant melanoma in England has increased steadily over the last two decades both for males 
and females (4.9 to 15.8 per 100,000 population for males and 7.8 to 16.3 per 100,000 population for 
females). 

Figure 1: Malignant melanoma – 3-year average age-standardised incidence rates for males and 
females, 1985–2009 

 
Source: UK Cancer Intelligence Service (UKCIS) 
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Inequality 

The incidence of malignant melanoma between 2005 and 2009 in the least deprived group was significantly 
higher than the most deprived group for both males (19.3 vs. 9.0 per 100,000, p < 0.01) and for females (20.5 
vs. 9.1 per 100,000, p < 0.01), see Figure 2.  

Figure 2:  Directly age-standardised malignant melanoma incidence rates by sex and National Income 
deprivation quintile, 2005-2009 diagnosis years combined, England.  

 

 
Notes: Directly age-standardised malignant melanoma incidence rates were standardised to the standard European 
population age structure. 
Source: NCDR; IPHES; Communities and Local Government. 

 

Mortality rates 
The average mortality from malignant melanoma in England has increased for males but has been relatively 
stable for females at 1.9 and 2.1 per 100,000 population for the last two decades. The increase in males has 
been from 1.9 to 3.2 per 100,000 population. It is possible that males are presenting later than females with 
more advanced disease. 
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Figure 3: Malignant melanoma – 3-year average age-standardised mortality rates for males and 
females, 1985–2010 

Source: UK Cancer Intelligence Service (UKCIS) 

 

Survival rates 
Five year survival rates from malignant melanoma has improved in England both for males and females but 
slightly more for males than females.  The relative survival percentage for males diagnosed between 1985 and 
2005 has increased by 13.2% and by 9.3% for females. 
 

Figure 4: Malignant melanoma – 5-year relative survival rates for males and females diagnosed in 
1985–2005, 3-year average 

 
Source: UK Cancer Intelligence Service (UKCIS) 
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